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Creative Challenge

About Octavia’s Brood
Whenever we try to envision a world without
war, without violence, with access to housing
and healthcare for all, we are engaging in an
exercise of speculative fiction. Organizers and
activists struggle tirelessly to create and envision
another world, or many other worlds, just as
science fiction does... so what better venue for
organizers to explore their work than through writing original
science fiction stories? Co-editors adrienne maree brown and
Walidah Imarisha offer us Octavia's Brood: Science Fiction Stories
from Social Justice Movements as a way to uncover the truths buried
in the fantastical – and to inject a healthy dose of the fantastical
into our search for truth. What Octavia's Brood calls “visionary
fiction” pulls from real life experience, inequalities and movement
building to create innovative ways of understanding the world
around us, paint visions of new worlds that could be, and teach us
new ways of interacting with one another. Octavia's Brood is
named in honor of late science fiction writer Octavia Butler. More
information at www.octaviasbrood.com

Imagine Santa Fe in the year 2068. The housing crisis is a distant
memory, and a community you had a hand in nurturing today is
now thriving beyond your wildest imagination. How does the city
look, feel, sound, smell and taste?
Now, imagine you are writing from the perspective of your
descendant, or a descendant of someone you care about.
Describe that person. Now describe their home.
Think about your future history. What happens now and in the
immediate future to help create the city you want to see in 50
years?
What are the cities new challenges? How does your character
move through these new challenges, and how are they affected?
Write, draw, design, or create your responses on the following pages.

Why Science Fiction and Housing?
One of the biggest challenges to solving the crisis of housing in our
city is a crisis of imagination. We know that the City of Santa Fe
builds between 65-100 units of affordable housing a year. We also
know that the need is currently between 5,000 - 8,000 units. Even
in doing our very best within the systems we currently have in
place, we will never meet the need. We need to rethink what is
possible and explore wildly new strategies and ideas. What better
way than engaging the arts and science fiction to open up new
worlds and collectively dream up stories and visions for a future
for our city in which everyone has a home. For more information
about Creative Santa Fe, visit www.creativesantafe.org
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Request for submissions:
We would like to share your response to the this prompt. Submissions
will be featured on our website and social media, and will be curated into
a small publication about affordable housing to be disseminated across
Santa Fe. All participants will receive a copy of this publication mailed to
them. Submit your responses through email (info@creativesantafe.org),
online at www.creativesantafe.org/writing-promt, or drop off or mail to
our office: 314 Read Street, Santa Fe, NM. If you have questions, call us
at 505-288-3531.
☐ Please keep my identity secure. My preferred name is
_______________________________. (optional)
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☐ I authorize Creative Santa Fe to publish my response on their social
media platforms, website, or in publications.
Sign:______________________________________
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